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ABOUT SOUND AND VISION 

- Biggest AV-archive in the Netherlands, with: 
- 800,000 h of audiovisual heritage 
- 2M pictures 
- 20K objects 
- …much more 

- Safeguards collections of public broadcasters, 
organisations and private persons 

- Makes its holdings available to media 
professionals, educational users and the general 
public 
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OUR MISSION 

“As guardian of Dutch audiovisual 
heritage, we keep Dutch history, as 
documented in moving images, alive. 
We enable everyone to utilize the 
collections to learn, experience and 
create.”  
 
2014 
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R&D @ SOUND AND VISION 
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• Saves audiovisual heritage with conservation and 
digitization. 
 
• Makes digital content available for education, 
general public and creative industry. 
 
• Research and knowledge sharing within the 
cultural heritage sector 
 

Images for the Future 



6 partners Mass digitisation 
Images for the future will digitize: 
•137.200 hrs video 
•22.510 hrs film 
•123.900 hrs audio 
•2.900.000 photographs 



Target groups 

Objective 
• To optimize the availability of the audiovisual heritage. 
• By developing innovative services and applications, 

education, the public and the creative sector will be offered 
a vast improvement in their possibility to profit from the 
various values of the audiovisual heritage. 

• The availability of a rights-free or Creative Commons-
licensed basic collection of digital film and sound. 
Educational use will receive priority. 

• Education 
• Public 
• Creative Industry 



OPEN IMAGES 

Open Images is an open media platform that offers 
online access to audiovisual archive material to 
stimulate creative reuse.  

 
Built by Sound and Vision & Kennisland but 

designed for participation by others. 
 
Sound and Vision uses this platform to openly 

distribute its own historical newsreels collection 
(over 3,000 items, CC-BY-SA). 
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OPEN, OPEN, OPEN! 

- Open Source Software 
- MMBase, FFmpeg, LAMP 

- Open Media Formats 
- Ogg Theora, WebM 

- Open Standards 
- Dublin Core, CC-REL, HTML5 

- Open API 
- OAI-PMH, CC-0 

- Open Content 
- Creative Commons, Public Domain 
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IMPACT OF VIDEO ON WIKIPEDIA 

2013 
- Number of items on Wikimedia Commons 

- 1,600 
- Number of articles on Wikipedia 

- 2,000 
- Number of language versions 

- 70 
- Number of pageviews 

-50,000,000!!! 
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NUMBERS IN PERSPECTIVE 

- Length of entire S&V archive: ∼800,000h 
- Length of ‘our’ newsreel collection: ∼500h 
- Length of material in Open Images: ∼150h 

 
- i.e.: 
- 30% of ‘our’ newsreel collection available 

through Open Images, 
- which is 0.01875% of our entire archive. 
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CONCLUDING REMARKS 

- An radically open infrastructure for distribution of 
our material has proven to enable unexpected 
results and types of reuse that reach an 
enormous and diverse audience. 
 

- Our ‘open’ collection is just a *very* small 
proportion of the entire collection, so there is still 
huge potential in opening up the archive even 
further. -> THINK BIG, START SMALL!!! 
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THANKS! 

www.openimages.eu 
@openimages 
mbrinkerink@beeldengeluid.nl 
@mbrinkerink 
 
CREDITS 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Film_strip.jpg (by Bart from New 

Orleans, Louisiana, USA) 
http://openbeelden.nl/media/23173/Eerste_proef_met_beeldtelefoon 

(by Polygoon-Profilti) 
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